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University of Montana President Richard C. Bowers has issued the
attached open letter regarding his status as a candidate for the
presidency of the University of Maine at Orono.
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June 26, 1980

An open letter to students, alumni and friends of the University of Montana:
As you know, I am a finalist for the presidency of the University of Maine at
Orono. This past Monday, the Montana Board of Regents offered -- and I will
accept -- a new contract as President of the University of Montana.
I welcome
this opportunity to continue to serve the University.
Clearly, my position now embodies a potential conflict.
I have thought about
this at length and have concluded that in accepting the Regents' contract I will
commit myself to remain at the University of Montana through the difficult months
ahead. Under no circumstances will I consider leaving the University before May 1
of next year.
Many considerations --some of them personal -- influenced this decision. But
foremost among them is my conviction that the coming academic year, with its
legislative session, is critical to the University of Montana.
For months we
have worked to develop a statewide effort to bring the University's case to the
legislature. Continuity and coordination are essential if this effort is to
succeed.
For me to accept another position now would only weaken the University
by leaving it with interim leadership at a crucial moment.
On Wednesday I called the chairman of Maine-Orono's search committee and informed
him of my decision, fully expecting that in so doing I would cease to be a candidate.
Maine has since informed me that they remain interested and that a three-person team
from the search committee will visit the University of Montana campus as planned,
Monday and Tuesday, June 30-July 1.
I am gratified by Maine's continued interest, and I remain, of course, interested in
pursuing the opportunities for professional growth available to me at Maine.
I am writing this letter because I feel it is important for the University community,
as well as the University of Montana's many alumni and friends, to know that for
the immediate future, my commitment to the University takes precedence over other
considerations.
I sincerely believe that the University's future as a first-rate educational
institution hinges on the coming legislative session.
If the downward spiral of
budget cuts followed by retrenchment followed by budget cuts is not arrested in
this legislative session the University's losses measured in morale and reputation
may well prove irredeemable even if an an effort is later made to restore personnel,
programs and facilities. The greatest loss ultimately will be Montana's. We must
act on the conviction that the best investment society can make is in the education
of its citizens.
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Open letter-2
I urge all of you -- faculty, staff, students, alumni, friends and fellow citizens-to commit yourselves with me to doing everything possible to ensure that the
University of Montana can continue to serve Montana.in the tradition of excellence
it has established over the past 87 years.
Sincerely

Richard C. Bowers
President
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